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  PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY 

I am a sociologist who uses ethnographic and comparative-historical methods to study state formation, urbanism, 
postcolonialism, race and multiculturalism, and religion in Asia. I work closely with anthropologists, geographers, 
historians, legal scholars, planning scholars and fellow sociologists on interdisciplinary research projects. I research 
and write to leave a legacy of knowledge. I love teaching and learning from undergraduate and graduate students. 

  EDUCATION 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Doctor of Philosophy (Sociology) Aug 00-Sep 05 

National University of Singapore, Master of Social Science (Sociology)     Jul 98-Jul 00 

  APPOINTMENTS 

Associate Provost (Undergraduate Education), National University of Singapore  Since Aug 21 

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore Since Jan 13 

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore Sep 05-Dec 12 

Other Appointments (Selected) 

• Convener, Cultural Studies in Asia Programme, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, NUS Jul 14-Jun 18 
• Non-Constituency Member of Parliament, 13th Parliament of Singapore Feb 16-Jun 20 

  TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Assistant/Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore Since Sep 05 

• Supervised 5 Sociology PhD students, 3 Cultural Studies in Asia PhD students, 8 masters students and 32 
undergraduate honours students to complete their research and theses. 

• Taught 31 modules; pioneered GEK1052 Community Service and Social Action, SC2221 Environment and 
Society, SC4101 Practising Anthropology and Sociology, HSS1000 Understanding Social Complexity 

• Awarded Faculty Teaching Excellence (2007-2011), Faculty Innovation in Teaching (2011), University Annual 
Teaching Excellence (2008, 2009, 2013) and University Teaching Excellence Honour Roll (2013) 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Co-PI, Singapore Families and Residents Living In/Through the COVID-19 Pandemic, Reimagine Research Fund, Type 1 
Project ($177,643.45), since Oct 20 

Co-PI, Christianity in Southeast Asia: Comparative Growth, Politics and Networks in Urban Centres, Ministry of 
Education Social Science Research Thematic Grant ($611,441), Sep 17-Mar 21 

Co-PI, Aspirations, Urban Governance, and the Remaking of Asian Cities, Ministry of Education Academic Research 
Fund Tier 2 ($509,997), Jan 13-Dec 16 

  SELECTED PUBLICATIONS (58 Articles, Chapters and Books) 

With Jaclyn Neo and Arif Jamal (eds), Regulating Religion: Norms, Modes, and Challenges, Cambridge UP, 2019. 

Super-diversity and the Bio-politics of Migrant Worker Exclusion in Singapore, Identities, 2019, 26.3: 356-73. 

Arrested Multiculturalisms: Race, Capitalism and State Formation in Malaysia and Singapore, in Richard T. Ashcroft 
and Mark Bevir (eds.), Multiculturalism in the British Commonwealth, California UP, 2019, 191-211. 

Postcolonial Urbanisms and the Cultural Politics of Redeveloping Kowloon East, Hong Kong, in Anoma Pieris (ed.), 
Architecture on the Borderline: Boundary Politics and Built Space, Routledge, 2019, 221-236. 

With Tim Bunnell (eds), Urban Asias: Essays on Futurity Past and Present, Berlin: JOVIS Verlag GmbH, 2018. 


